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than all the military force that we can provide.
That same argument can be made for our
dealings with Vietnam today. We did not win
with weapons of war in the 1960s, yet we are
now much more engaged in a peaceful trade
with the people of Vietnam. Our willingness
over the past hundred years to resort to weap-
ons to impose our will on others has generally
caused a resentment of America rather than
respect.

It is now time to reassess our entire foreign
policy of military worldwide intervention. Stay-
ing neutral in world conflicts while showing a
willingness to trade with all nations anxious to
trade with us will do more to serve the cause
of world peace than all the unnecessary and
provocative spy missions we pursue around
the globe.

I recommend the following article by Or-
lando Sentinel columnist Charley Reese for its
sober analysis of the recent events of China.

[From the Orlando Sentinel, April 22, 2001]
SO YOU WANT TO GO TO WAR WITH CHINA?

(By Charley Reese)
I’ve been intrigued by the responses to a

column I wrote suggesting that our China
policy ought to be spelled out and submitted
to the American people for approval.

First, some people irately took issue with
my calling the airplane a ‘‘spy plane.’’ It is
not, they stoutly contend, because it is
overtly intercepting electronic signals.

Let’s suppose a clearly marked police van
parked on the public street in front of your
house. Let’s suppose the officers began to
intercept your telephone calls, whatever in-
formation appeared on your computer screen
and even your verbal conversations. Now,
would you feel spied upon or would you say,
‘‘Hey, that’s only electronic intercepts, and
they are operating openly on a public
street.’’

Then there is the more logical argument
that we need to spy on the Chinese in case
we have to fight them. My point exactly.
Why do we have to fight them?

We certainly should not fight them over
Taiwan. Our own beloved Jimmy Carter uni-
laterally abrogated the mutual-defense trea-
ty. Our own tough anti-Communist Richard
Nixon publicly agreed that Taiwan is part of
China and, therefore, falls under the cat-
egory of China’s internal affairs. What’s to
fight about?

If Taiwan declares its independence, I
would expect Chinese leaders would emulate
Abraham Lincoln and use force to prevent it.
For all my little old Southern life, I’ve heard
Yankees say Lincoln was right. What’s good
for Honest Abe is good for Honest Jiang,
right?

Then there is the argument that we must
not lose our position as a ‘‘Pacific power.’’
Geographically, since we granted independ-
ence to the Philippines, we are not a Pacific
power.

I see no reason why we should wish to be a
Pacific power in a military sense. What’s to
be gained?

The two natural Pacific powers are Japan
and China.

The funniest response has been alarm
about China’s ‘‘military buildup.’’ I would
say that if China did not engage in a mili-
tary buildup after watching the United
States go bomb and missile crazy during the
past 20 years that it would be derelict in its
duty. But let’s keep this in perspective. The
Chinese have about 20 ICBMs; we have hun-
dreds. Their defense expenditures are some-
where around $50 billion; ours, in excess of
$268 billion.

Furthermore, Chinese strategy, as dis-
cussed in their own military journals, is to

develop the ability to defeat us in their im-
mediate vicinity. That means clearly that if
we keep our nose out of their affairs, no mili-
tary clashes are likely to occur.

Civilians, too, need to be reminded that
military forces are about making war. We
should never have changed from the honest
name, War Department, to the Newspeak
name, Defense Department. Armed forces are
either fighting wars, training to fight wars
or planning to fight wars. That’s what they
do.

It’s also what the military forces of every
other country do. Just because a country’s
military makes contingency plans to fight
some other country doesn’t mean that they
intend to initiate a war.

Unfortunately America is full of jingoists,
usually pot-bellied gray-hairs or 4–F journal-
ists and policy wonks. They are always eager
for the teens and twentysomethings to go
somewhere and get killed or maimed. In
most cases, within five years of their youth-
ful deaths, nobody can remember why they
had to get killed.

Korea ended up divided exactly the same
way after the war as before the war. Vietnam
became communist, which it could have be-
come without 57,000 Americans dying in it.
We went to war presumably to preserve the
oil contracts with Kuwait Inc., and now
Americans are driving around with gasoline
refined from Iraqi oil.

As for you ‘‘love-it-or-leave-it’’ block-
heads, you leave it and go fight instead of
sending someone else if you are such grand
warriors. What I love are the people and the
land, not the government.

The lives of a nation’s youth are its most
precious treasure, and I’m damned if I will
stay silent while armchair generals propose
to risk that treasure in some stupid, igno-
rant, corrupt or unnecessary war.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, there is a lot
of partisan bickering that goes on in
Washington these days. Unfortunately,
our constituents are often caught in
between us, between the Democrats
and the Republicans. They are literally
caught in the ropes, strangled by our
inability, especially on health care.

An issue as important as quality, af-
fordable and accessible health care is
not and should not be a political game
played by the Democrats or the Repub-
licans. It ought to be about what is
best for the American people, the peo-
ple who have placed their trust and
confidence in us.

Over these past 19 days, I have par-
ticipated in more than 60 events in my
district, as many of my colleagues did
during the district work period. All
across Arkansas’ Fourth District, my
constituents told me about the health
care crisis they face each and every
day in their lives.

A health care issue about which I
care deeply is providing a voluntary,
but guaranteed prescription drug ben-
efit as a part of Medicare. I believe it is
time to modernize Medicare to include
medicine. Medicare is the only health
insurance plan in America that I know
of that does not include medicine, yet
it is the plan that nearly every single
senior citizen in America relies on day
in and day out to stay healthy and to
get well.

Mr. Speaker, I own a pharmacy in a
small town in south Arkansas, and liv-
ing in a small town and working with
seniors there, I know firsthand how
seniors end up in the hospital running
up a $10,000 Medicare bill, or how dia-
betics eventually lose a leg or require
perhaps as much as a half a million
dollars in Medicare payments for kid-
ney dialysis. All of these instances are
real-life examples that I have seen in
my hometown in the small pharmacy
that I own back there that I used to
work at. Every one of these could have
been avoided if people had simply been
able to afford their medicine or if they
had been able to afford to take it prop-
erly.

I did a town hall meeting this past
week in Hot Springs, Arkansas, one of
the more affluent counties and cities in
my district. We had more than 100 sen-
iors at that meeting that I conducted
in conjunction with the National Com-
mittee to Preserve Social Security and
Medicare. At that meeting, we said,
raise your hand if you have medicine
coverage. Less than 10 hands went up
in that room.

This is America, and I believe we can
do better than that by our seniors, and
that is why I will continue to fight to
truly modernize Medicare to include
medicine, just like we include doctors’
visits and hospital visits. It should be
voluntary, but guaranteed, and it
should be a part of Medicare.

That is why the first bill I introduced
as a Member of the United States Con-
gress was a bill that basically tells the
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